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78th Annual UOL Convention - Tampa, Florida  

The 78th Annual Ukrainian Orthodox League Convention was truly a celebra-

tion of the UOL family and a wonderful example of the UOL motto Dedicated 

to our Church Devoted to its Youth.    For 78 years UOL members have gath-

ered together for the Annual UOL Convention and this year for the first time the 

UOL met in sunny Florida.  Matushka Laryssa Charest, the UOL President, 

served as Convention chairperson.  It was her vision of having the UOL gather 

close to the Dover parish that served as the inspiration for the Convention.  

A true family in Christ, the Ukrainian Orthodox League is a unique organization 

with families both young and old gathering together as one family united in the 

Church. Fr. Harry and Pani Matka Carrie Linsinbigler joined the UOL Conven-

tion for each event and several members of the Dover Parish attended the Junior 

and Senior Sessions.   

UOL delegates and guests gathered in Tampa Florida at the Westshore Grand 

Hotel on Wednesday July 23rd.   As you might remember, the original plan for 

the Convention was for us to convene at another hotel in Tampa, but due to 

damage caused by storms Matushka Laryssa, the Convention Chairperson, had 

to pivot and moved us to the Westshore Grand.  It was a beautiful hotel attached 

to a business center and with lots of areas for UOL members to gather in the 

lobby.   

On Wednesday afternoon, the two National Executive Boards held their pre-

convention meetings. The  78th UOL Convention started on Wednesday evening 

when President Matushka Laryssa Charest called the  Convention to order. The 

opening prayer and National Anthem were followed by a moment of silence in 

honor of UOL members of Blessed Memory.  The Convention started with 

opening remarks from President Matushka Laryssa Charest and Junior UOL 

President Mia Zetick. 

As part of the first business, the convention body approved the agenda, 77th 

Annual UOL Convention Minutes, and reviewed the Annual Reports, Audit 

Report, and Financial Reports.  At the opening ceremonies Vladyka Antony 

commented that the National Anthem sung by the Convention participants 

was the best he ever remembers.  

Following the first session, our members gathered for hospitality night.  Our 

meeting rooms were set with tables so that we could mingle and catch up with 

old friends and make new ones. Following hospitality night everyone gath-

ered in the chapel for evening prayers.  As a huge surprise to all participants, 

the chapel was amazing.  His Eminence Metropolitan Antony explained that 

Elizabeth Symonenko, graphic designer, created an iconostasis that can be 

used in any room.  The icons were like blinds or maps that changed the hotel 

meeting room into a beautiful chapel.  His Eminence Metropolitan Antony 

described each of the icons. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ñRejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.ò  (Romans 12:12) 
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Natalie Bilynsky  

 

The 2025-26 National Executive Board 

At the first NEB Meeting it was deciding that the UOL will be 

published quarterly (September, December, March and June).  

This switch to quarterly publication will reduce expenses while 

still keeping members informed of all UOL events.  Please re-

member to pay your dues to remain on the UOL mailing list.  

Also, please be sure to email your updated email to nsu-

fler@aol.com to be part of UOL email blasts.   

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

I always return from the UOL Convention exhilarated and excited for the 

coming year.  The UOL Convention was a great time to reconnect with 

friends and think about ways that we can enhance our parishes.  Thank you to 

Matushka Laryssa Charest for her vision and planning for the Convention.  

Also, thank you to our Hierarchs, our clergy, our delegates, our juniors, and 

our pre-juniors for a wonderful family convention ï that was inspiring.  I am 

incredibly grateful for the UOL and all of you!   

 

 With our UOL community and family we have the blessing of supporting 

each other when we are tired, facing a challenge, or losing faith. My commit-

ment to the UOL and our church community keeps me focused on those 

things that are important. I also know that I have a community that I can turn 

to for inspiration. I can reach out to my local chapter members or friends 

around the country for inspiration. If my light flickers, I can lean on my UOL 

family to re-ignite my spark and inspire me. 

 

Our family in Christ, our UOC of the USA, is nurtured by the UOL! There are 

many times when we do not fully appreciate the gift that we have been given 

by being a part of this organization. Thank you fellow UOL members for the 

wonderful nurturing family you have provided for me. It is the absolute abun-

dance of gratitude that encouraged me to serve as UOL President.   

 

I want to thank the past President, Matushka Laryssa Charest, for her steadfast 

dedication and leadership for the past 3 years. Also, thank you to Fr. Mykola 

Zomchak who served as UOL Spiritual Advisor for many years.   

 

I am honored to be working with a phenomenal NEB ï  

President- Natalie Bilynsky, Philadelphia, PA 

First VP- Andrea Swan, Philadelphia, PA  

Second VP- Anna Anderson, Youngstown, OH 

Recording Secretary- Shirley Duffy, Youngstown, OH 

Corresponding Secretary- Matushka Laryssa Charest, Carnegie, PA  

Treasurer- Joseph Goodge, Youngstown, OH  

Financial Secretary- Oleh Bilynsky, Philadelphia, PA  

Auditor- Teresa Linck, New Britain, CT  

His Eminence Metropolitan Antony appointed His Eminence Archbishop 

Daniel as Spiritual Advisor to the Senior Board.   We are incredibly honored 

that Vladyka Daniel will be working closely with us.   

 

Since the Convention we have met as a group and determined our Commis-

sion and Committee appointments.  The Commissions and Committees are 

the backbone of the UOL work and projects.  Our goal is to enhance each of 

these projects.  

Education -  Oleh Bilynsky -  with the following appointments: 

 Retreat - Oleh Bilynsky         Essay Contest ï Teresa Linck 

 Pray our Way - Oleh Bilynsky  Webinars ï Matushka Laryssa 

Youth ï Andrea Swan 

 Junior UOL- PM Beth Harendza 

Caregiving and Missions - Andrea Swan 

Public Relations- Karen Ferraro 

Vocations and Clergy Support ï Joe Goodge 

Ways and Means ï Anna Anderson 

 

Committee Assignments: 

 All Saints Camp Delegate- Shirley Duffy 

 Awards ï Anna Anderson 

 Membership and MAL ï Shirley 

 Constitution and Handbook/ Bulletin/ Strategic Plan  ï Natalie Bilynsky 

     Cultural - Matushka Laryssa Charest 

I encourage anyone who would like to support any of our commissions and 

committees to please let me know.  There is great joy working together and 

we invite everyone.   

 

One item we will be working on this year is planning more regional events 

with our chapters and neighboring parishes.   Planning activities that can 

serve as times for us and even more importantly our youth to gather is essen-

tial.  This will be a priority for our UOL this year.  If you have an event and 

want to encourage others to attend - let us know. 

  

We also have had a meeting with our joint Palos Park and NEB Convention 

Committee.  We are very excited about the UOL Convention to be held in 

Palos Park.  Save the date ï more information to come.   

  

With Love in Christ, 

Natalie 
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(UOL Convention - Continued from page 1) 

 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʫ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ! 

 

On behalf of the Jr. Executive Board and all of the youth participants of the 

78th UOL convention, I extend our heartfelt thanks to the convention chairs 

and to Tampa for hosting and carrying out another wonderful convention. I 

would also like to thank our spiritual father, Fr. John Charest, along with our 

Junior UOL advisor, Pani Bethanne Harendza, for their continued dedication 

to our youth.  

 

Thank you as well to everyone who came out for the convention! Itôs always 

amazing to see our traditions continue to grow each year and I canôt wait to 

see familiar and new faces in Chicago next summer! A special thank you goes 

to His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and His Eminence Archbishop Daniel 

for their constant support of the Jr. UOL, and for always encouraging and 

guiding us.  

 

I would also like to thank our outgoing member of the Jr. UOL Board, Mia 

Zetick. We are so grateful for your years of leadership and dedication to the 

board. Your work has left an impact that has set an even higher standard for 

future officers, and we all wish you success in all that you do. 

 

Congratulations to the newly elected National Executive Board! Iôm thrilled 

to collaborate with this amazing group and Iôm confident that we will achieve 

great things together. The 2025-2026 board includes the following members: 

 

President: Tatiana Korotinsky - Philadelphia, PA 

Vice President: Hunter Harendza - Johnson City, NY 

Secretary: Danylo Kondryshyn- Maplewood, NJ 

Financial Secretary: Marcia Goodge- Youngstown, OH 

Treasurer: Zakhary Ankoski- Philadelphia, PA  

 

I encourage all chapters to actively nurture and grow your junior chapters. As 

your National Board, we are here to support you! If you have any questions, 

ideas, or concerns about the Jr. UOL this year, please feel free to reach out to 

me, Tatiana Korotinsky, at tusya1026@gmail.com or by phone at 215-391-

9909. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Tatiana Korotinsky 

Tatiana Korotinsky 

Thursday morning everyone gathered 

at the chapel for Divine Liturgy.  His 

Eminence Archbishop Daniel presided 

over the Divine Liturgy, accompanied 

by: Fr. Taras Naumenko, Fr. John 

Charest, Fr. Harry Linsinbigler, Fr. 

John Stefero (guest speaker) and Fr. 

Philip Harendza.   The responses for 

Divine Liturgy were sung by our com-

bined choir under the direction of 

Matushka Laryssa Charest.  It was 

wonderful to sing together as one fam-

ily.  One of the joys of the UOL is the 

fellowship between parishes and sing-

ing together is one of the beautiful 

ways we express the community be-

tween parishes.   His Eminence Metropolitan Antony inspired the UOL mem-

bers with his words about the convention theme ñWe have hope as an anchor, 

steadfast and sure.ò  Following Diving Liturgy, all members joined for a full 

brunch. 

After brunch the sessions resumed. The first session had a guest speaker, and 

Fr. John Stefero spoke about the importance of having an anchor in our faith.  

Following the guest speaker, our Convention body had their first workshop.  

The format this year varied with a small overview by Natalie Bilynsky who 

facilitated the workgroups.  The Convention body was divided into 5 groups 

who worked together to develop ideas and strategies to develop our UOL. A 

summary of the ideas presented are listed in this Bulletin and will be listed in 

upcoming issues.  There were three workgroups during the Thursday sessions: 

1) building community within the parish, region and nationally,  2) creating a 

schedule and calendar of events,  and 3) developing religious education pro-

grams.  The workgroups were very successful.   

On Thursday evening the entire Convention body enjoyed a night at the  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Regional Fellowship  

The UOL is planning to build regional ties between par-

ishes.  There are two ways that we can develop regional 

ties: 

1) Planning regional UOL events and inviting UOL mem-

bers and all members of area chapters to these events.  

The plan is to have quarterly regional activities for juniors 

and seniors to encourage socialization.  Currently estab-

lished regions are east coast chapters and Western Penn-

sylvania/Ohio.  We are looking to encourage additional 

regions including: New England and Chicago.   

2) Encourage individuals to attend parish events for local 

events.   One way to encourage participation is for par-

ishes to share the dates of their parish events (for exam-

ple, picnic, anniversaries).  

Be sure to send us information about your parish events 

so that we can encourage individuals to attend.  It would 

be wonderful for us to support our local parishes with 

events.   

Just send information about your events to  

nsufler@aol.com and we can share with everyone.     

mailto:tusya1026@gmail.com
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Florida Aquarium and a Dolphin Cruise.    We had the opportunity to walk 

through the aquarium and then boarded a cruise ship where we enjoyed din-

ner. Despite a brief storm, everyone had a fantastic time that evening.  The 

sunset over Tampa was absolutely beautiful.  That evening everyone joined 

back at the hotel for evening prayers.   

Friday morning started with 

morning prayers and Vladyka 

Daniel inspired our convention 

delegates.  President Matushka 

Laryssa presented a check in the 

amount of $14,598 for St. An-

drewôs Society for soup kitchens 

in Ukraine. These funds were 

raised as part of the UOLôs Sou-

per Bowl Sunday fund-raising 

project. President Matushka 

Laryssa reported that this 

amount was a significant in-

crease and the pattern has been 

that more parishes have been 

participating in the Souper Bowl 

Sunday.   

Next, Teresa Linck, Education 

Contest Chairperson, presented 

awards to all Essay Contest win-

ners. This year 10 parishes were represented with 154 entries. Sts. Peter and 

Paul in Palos Park, IL  had the largest number of submissions.  A list of all 

winners will be published in the next issue of the Bulletin.                                   

The next workshop focused on keeping hope, when feeling burn-out, led by 

Natalie Bilynsky.  A highlight of the Convention was our chapter challenge.  

While chapter challenge is always fun and exciting, this year the winning 

junior team challenged our seminarians.  It was a very close competition, 

with the junior team winning.   

 

St. Demetrius UOL -  Carteret, NJ  

Submitted by Teresa Linck  

On the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend members 

of St. Demetrius UOL and parish had services at the 

graves of Bishop Zuck and Archbishop Mark.  

After blessing other graves everyone returned to the 

church hall for a barbecue. Fr. Ihor said they should 

make it a yearly tradition. 

 

 

St. Mary UOL - New Britain, CT  

Submitted by Teresa Linck  

St. Maryôs New Britain has had a busy year so far. 

We helped out at our parishôs Spring Festival by 

helping to make Pascha to be sold and worked that 

day to make it a successful festival. 

We requested a service for Metropolitan John and 

gave a short talk on why we honor him. We also 

collected for MJSF. 

For Pastor Appreciation day we hosted our ñCoffee 

and Treats.ò  We also had a special cake to honor 

the day. Fr. Andrii and Fr. Deacon Tony were also 

given gift cards from the chapter. 

(UOL Convention - Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Distinguished National Service Award  
Presented to Daria Pishko Komichak  

  

The Distinguished National Service Award recognizes a member of the Senior 

UOL who truly exempli-

fies a superior sense of 

dedication and devotion 

to the League and the 

Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of the USA and 

has contributed excellent 

and sustained service to 

the Ukrainian Orthodox 

League on a national 

level.   

The Distinguished Na-

tional Service Award was 

presented to Daria Pishko 

Komichak.   Daria served 

as Senior National Presi-

dent and Junior National 

President.  She also 

served as Junior UOL 

Advisor, National Treas-

urer, LSSK Chairperson 

and many offices on the 

National Executive 

Board. 

Daria has been instru-

mental in her local chap-

ters, and she was instru-

mental in supporting the New Britain Chapter while she lived there.  Addition-

ally, for decades she was a key member of the Maplewood Chapter.  Now in the 

Tampa area, we know that Daria will be an inspiration for the Dover Senior UOL 

chapter. 

 Congratulations to Daria!  Mnohaya Lita! 

  


